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THE EDITOR TO THE READER. 


Our portrait of Godwin, to open the new vo- 
lume of the Museum, will strike every person 
familiar with the looks of the venerable Mr. Du- 
poneeau of Philadelphia, the president of the 
American Philosophical Society, as a resem- 
blance to that individual, more especially in the 
position when walking. 

The story of the Deserted Chateau, from the 
French, from the London Keepsake, is one of a 
very few similar narratives which we should 
honour with a place in our columns; it will be 
read with great interest. William Pivt, Part II, 
which follows, is a continuation of one of the 
best articles from Blackwood that has appeared 
for some time ; the reader will exclaim, “ What 
a veteran in politics and authorcraft is the writer 
of these papers.” The May Blackwood is with- 
out any additional article on the subject, though 
we may hope the present is not the conclusion ; 
indeed the last paragraph warrants the prospect 
of more. 

M. de Beaumont on the Americans will disap- 
point those who had the pleasure of meeting him 
in private society here ; his companion in the tour 
of inspection of the penitentiaries of the United 
Svates has gone even farther in vilifying our in- 
stitutions. The article on his book, in Blackwood 


for May, we have thought too abusive and absurd 


for repetition. It is but justice to Dr. Lieber to 
state, that he has replied in the newspapers to 
the remarks of the Quarterly on the Encyclope- 
dia Americana, but as we meddle not with news- 
paper refutations, this is all that can be expected 
of us in this place. 

To show our neutrality on the Audubon and 
Waterton controversy, a brief reply is inserted 
from the London Atheneum in the present num- 
ber. 

The article on the Approaching Comet, from 
the Edinburgh Review, though long, will fix the 
attention and thought of every reader, evén though 
their studies may not have previously led them 
to regard the science of astronomy with much 
interest. It evinces much knowledge, while the 
popular manner in which the topic is treated can- 
not fail to command respect for the writer; his 
article we look upon as one of the most able and 
acceptable put forth in the columns of the Edin- 
burgh for many years, and is alone worth a year’s 
subscription to our popular miscellany. 

Shakspeare in Germany is equally recondite 
and captivating—a study in itself. 

Major Downing will be suspected of having 
found an American Reviewer in London’s peer- 
legs journal. No Englishman could be supposed 

a 


to have been able to appreciate the humour of the 
major so well, or indeed to have thus pointed 
exactly at the gallant bank advocate. As there 
are portions extracted from the preface to the 
volume which have rarely if ever appeared in the 
periodicals of our country, a new and very forci- 
ble simile may overtake the reader’s face as he 
cons this review. 

Japhet continues to demand our sympathies; 
no blush need be felt when perusing the present 
chapter, though the Irish young lady was placed 
in so awkward a predicament. 

Fraser, in writing up to the times in his Decade 
of Novels and Nouvellettes, need never fear of 
creating fatigue; we differ slightly from the au- 
thor in his estimate of some of the works noticed, 
but not very materially. Mrs. Shelley belongs to 
“a bad school,” and must be received in all her 
productions with caution, on account of her in- 
sidious attacks. 

Tylney Hall is net sufficiently abused; the 
other novels, except Chances and Changes, have 
not been deemed worthy of transplanting to our 
climate ; Lodore we learn will shortly be publish- 
ed here. 

Captain Ross’s Second Voyage was but just 
issued, at our latest advices from London, though 
published here in May ; consequently we have no 
review to select for our present number. Having 
placed, at some cost of labour, a thorough abridg- 
ment of the narrative in the two last numbers of 
Waldie’s Select Circulating Library, and thus 
presented all the valuable portions to the reading 
American public, we cannot be expected to admit 
here any other than a superior review, which 
should take a brief and philosophical notice of 
the voyage ; the work is not yet completed, the 
entire scientific portion being retained for a second 
volume. 

With these remarks, designed as an index 
rerum, though an imperfect one, we take leave of 
our readers for a month, to prepare another repast, 
and to leave a little space for some excerpts from 
the last Edinburgh Review, taken from an article 
entitled “ American Poetry,” the whole of which 
we may embody ia the August number. The 
reviewer says: 

“ We have the misfortune, we fear, in common 
with most of our critical brethren in this country, 
to stand in a somewhat unpleasing position in re- 
gard to our transatlantic neighbours. We have 
more than once adverted to the literature of 
America, in terms, as it appeared to us, of warm 
praise; we have most cordially acknowledged 
its present excellence in some departments, and 
anticipated with satisfaction its high destinies 
for the future ;—but simply, it would seem, be- 
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